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District 10 Planning Council 

Bylaws

2008

ARTICLE I – ORGANIZATION

1. Name – District 10 Planning Council

2. The organization shall have a seal which shall be in the following form: [DESCRIBE] 

ATRICLE II – PURPOSE

The District 10 Planning Council (DPC) serves as the primary body representing District 10 for the Indiana Department of Homeland Security and is responsible for developing, organizing, and implementing strategic and operational planning documentation to support the efforts of local jurisdictions in areas that include, but not limited to, resource allocation; public information; development of subcommittees; and interoperability communication capabilities.

ARTICLE III – MEMBERSHIP

The organization Membership shall include the following counties, which together make up Indiana Department of Homeland Security District 10: Crawford, Daviess, Dubois, Gibson, Knox, Martin, Perry, Pike, Posey, Spencer, Vanderburgh, and Warrick Counties.

1. DPC will consist of three members from each county in the district. The members will include the following: (1) The Emergency Management Agency (EMA) Director for each county of the district who serves by virtue of his/her office; (2) one individual appointed by each county’s Board of Commissioners; and (3) on individual appointed by the Mayor or Town Board President of the most populated city or town in that county of the district.

2. Method of DPC Appointment – Letter from each designated elected official sent by mail or fax to the IDHS Director.

3. DPC Term of Office – The EMA director will serve until resignation of his/her office and the appointed members will serve until resignation of their DPC position or removal by the respective appointing authority.

4. A vacancy on the District Planning Council will be filled by the following methods: (1) If an Emergency Management Director is no longer serving in that capacity, his/her permanent or temporary replacement will fill his/her vacancy and (2) any other vacancy will be replaced by the elected officials responsible for that appointment.
5. Oversight Authority – The District 10 Planning Oversight Committee (DPOC) serves as the primary oversight entity of the District Planning Council (DPC)  

ARTICLE IV – OFFICERS

1.
The officers of the District Planning Council will consist of the District Planning Council Chairperson, First Vice- Chairperson, and Second Vice-Chairperson. The officers will be elected by the membership of the District Planning Council and will serve for a one year term(  starting at the January Meeting) with no term limit. Each officer must be from a different county. 

2
The three elected officers will constitute the Executive Committee. The Chairperson presides at all District Planning Council meetings and oversees District Planning Council activities. First Vice Chairperson takes over the duties and responsibilities of the Chairperson in his/her absence. Second Vice Chairperson take over the duties and responsibilities of the duties and responsibilities of the Chairperson in his/her absence when the First Vice Chairperson is also absent. Any vacancies in the Executive Committee will be filled by a vote of the District Planning Council membership. 

The Fiscal Agent shall have the care and custody of all monies belonging to the organization and shall be solely responsible for such monies or securities of the organization. 

He or she must be one of the officers who shall sign checks or drafts of the organization. No special fund may be set aside that shall make it unnecessary for the Treasurer to sign the checks issued upon it. He or she shall render at stated periods, as the Executive Committee shall determine a written account of the finances of the organization. He or she shall exercise all duties incident to the office of Treasurer.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS OF THE DISTRICT PLANNING COUNCIL

1.  Meetings will be held once per month at a location and time determined by the District Planning Council membership.

2.   District Planning Council Chairperson may call special meetings, as needed, at a place of his/her choice. Notice of special meetings will be sent via e-mail, telephone, or other written method to each member of the District Planning Council.

ARTICLE VI- VOTING

Proxy voting is permitted. 

If a District Planning Council member is unable to attend a regular District Planning meeting that member may assign an individual from his/her county to represent him/her at the meeting. 

For the proxy to be eligible to vote at the District Planning Council meeting, he/she must have a letter signed and dated by the District Planning Council member, certifying that the individual has the authority to serve as a proxy. The letter must designate the dates of the meeting to which this proxy assignment refers. This letter will be presented to the District Planning Council Chairperson and will be valid for the meeting noted in the proxy letter.

ARTICLE VII – SUBCOMMITTIES

1. The District Planning Council will create standing subcommittees to conduct the work of the DPC. 

2. The District Planning Executive Committee will appoint all members and the Chairperson of each subcommittee from the District Planning Council membership.
3.  Individuals may serve on subcommittees of the District Planning Council who are not appointed members of the District Planning Council.

ARTICLE VIII - ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Roll Call.

2. Reading of the Minutes of the preceding meeting. 

3.  Reports of Committees. 

4.  Reports of Officers. 

5.  Old and Unfinished Business. 

6.  New Business.

7.  Adjournments. 

ARTICLE IX – AMENDING BY-LAWS

1. Requires two-thirds vote of the District Planning Council Membership present.

These By-Laws may be altered, amended, repealed or added to by a member proposing a change in the approved by-laws at a regularly scheduled meeting. The proposed change will be sent out for all members to review before the next regularly scheduled meeting. At the regularly scheduled meeting following the announced proposed by-law change a vote of the Executive Committee will be taken and a affirmative vote of not less than (51%) percent of the members present at that regularly scheduled meeting will be required to change the by-laws.
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